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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ,*

according to the faith of God’s chosenones and the knowl-
edge of the truthwhich is according to godliness, 2 in hope
of eternal life, which God, who can’t lie, promised before
time began; 3 but in his own time revealed his word in
the message with which I was entrusted according to the
commandment of God our Savior, 4 to Titus, my true child
according to a common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this reason, that you would
set in order the things that were lacking and appoint
elders in every city, as I directed you— 6 if anyone is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having children who
believe, who are not accused of loose or unruly behavior.
7 For the overseer must be blameless, as God’s steward,
not self-pleasing, not easily angered, not given to wine,
not violent, not greedy for dishonest gain; 8 but given
to hospitality, a lover of good, sober minded, fair, holy,
self-controlled, 9 holding to the faithful word which is
according to the teaching, that hemaybe able to exhort in
the sound doctrine, and to convict those who contradict
him.

10 For there are also many unruly men, vain talk-
ers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,
11 whose mouths must be stopped: men who overthrow
whole houses, teaching things which they ought not,
for dishonest gain’s sake. 12 One of them, a prophet of
their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts,
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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and idle gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this
cause, reprove them sharply, that they may be sound in
the faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish fables and
commandments of men who turn away from the truth.
15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their
mind and their conscience are defiled. 16 They profess
that they know God, but by their deeds they deny him,
being abominable, disobedient, and unfit for any good
work.

2
1 But say the things which fit sound doctrine, 2 that

older men should be temperate, sensible, sober minded,
sound in faith, in love, and in perseverance, 3 and that
older women likewise be reverent in behavior, not slan-
derers nor enslaved to much wine, teachers of that which
is good, 4 that theymay train the youngwives to love their
husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sober minded,
chaste, workers at home, kind, being in subjection to their
own husbands, that God’s word may not be blasphemed.

6Likewise, exhort the youngermen to be soberminded.
7 In all things show yourself an example of good works. In
your teaching, show integrity, seriousness, incorruptibil-
ity, 8 and soundness of speech that can’t be condemned,
that he who opposes you may be ashamed, having no evil
thing to say about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in subjection to their own
masters and to be well-pleasing in all things, not con-
tradicting, 10 not stealing, but showing all good fidelity,
that they may adorn the doctrine of God, our Savior,
in all things. 11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to the
intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
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would live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
age; 13 looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14whogave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people for his own possession,
zealous for good works.

15 Say these things and exhort and reprove with all
authority. Let no one despise you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjection to rulers and to

authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
work, 2 to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious,
to be gentle, showing all humility toward all men. 3 For
we were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy,
hateful, and hating one another. 4But when the kindness
of God our Savior and his love toward mankind appeared,
5 not by works of righteousness which we did ourselves,
but according to his mercy, he saved us through the
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ
our Savior; 7 that being justified by his grace, wemight be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 This
saying is faithful, and concerning these things I desire
that you insist confidently, so that those who have be-
lieved God may be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable to men; 9 but shun foolish
questionings, genealogies, strife, and disputes about the
law; for they are unprofitable and vain. 10Avoid a factious
man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that
such a one is perverted and sinful, being self-condemned.
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12When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent

to come to me to Nicopolis, for I have determined to
winter there. 13 Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey speedily, that nothing may be lacking for
them. 14Let our people also learn tomaintain good works
to meet necessary needs, that theymay not be unfruitful.

15All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love
us in faith.

Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ* Jesus, and Timothy our

brother, to Philemon, our beloved fellow worker, 2 to the
beloved Apphia, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to
the assembly in your house: 3Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God always, making mention of you in
my prayers, 5 hearing of your love and of the faith which
you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints,
6 that the fellowship of your faith may become effective
in the knowledge of every good thing which is in us in
Christ Jesus. 7 For we have much joy and comfort in your
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all boldness in Christ to
command you that which is appropriate, 9 yet for love’s
sake I rather appeal to you, being such a one as Paul, the
aged, but also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 10 I appeal to you
for my child Onesimus, whom I have become the father
of in my chains,† 11who once was useless to you, but now
is useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back.
Therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, 13 whom
I desired to keep with me, that on your behalf he might
serve me in my chains for the Good News. 14 But I was
willing to do nothing without your consent, that your
goodness would not be as of necessity, but of free will.
15 For perhaps he was therefore separated from you for a
while that you would have him forever, 16 no longer as a
slave, butmore than a slave, a beloved brother—especially
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 Onesimus means “useful”.
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to me, but how much rather to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord.

17 If then you count me a partner, receive him as you
would receive me. 18 But if he has wronged you at all or
owes you anything, put that to my account. 19 I, Paul,
write this with my own hand: I will repay it (not to
mention to you that you owe to me even your own self
besides). 20 Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the
Lord. Refresh my heart in the Lord.

21Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you,
knowing that you will do even beyond what I say.

22 Also, prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that
through your prayers I will be restored to you.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets
you, 24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my
fellow workers.

25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Amen.
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THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF JAMES
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.
2My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers

temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect
work, that yemay be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with
the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he
shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A double minded
man is unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the brother of low
degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10 But the rich, in
that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass
he shall pass away. 11 For the sun is no sooner risen
with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the
flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his
ways. 12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 13 Let
no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth
he any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death. 16Donot err, my beloved
brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
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whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18Of
his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own
selves. 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in
a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
26 If anyman among you seem to be religious, and bridleth
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s
religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.

2
1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 2 For if
there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring,
in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in
vile raiment; 3 And ye have respect to him that weareth
the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a
good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or
sit here under my footstool: 4 Are ye not then partial
in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?
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5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that love him? 6 But ye
have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you,
and draw you before the judgment seats? 7 Do not they
blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?
8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9 But if ye
have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced
of the law as transgressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty
of all. 11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said
also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 12 So
speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law
of liberty. 13 For he shall have judgment without mercy,
that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against
judgment. 14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a
man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith
save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute
of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart
in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye
give themnot those things which are needful to the body;
what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works,
is dead, being alone. 18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will shew theemy faith bymyworks. 19Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the
devils also believe, and tremble. 20 But wilt thou know,
O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was
not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith
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made perfect? 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of
God. 24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab
the harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26For as
the bodywithout the spirit is dead, so faithwithoutworks
is dead also.

3
1My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we

shall receive the greater condemnation. 2 For in many
things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the
same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole
body. 3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that
they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.
4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and
are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with
a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.
5Even so the tongue is a littlemember, and boasteth great
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole
body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it
is set on fire of hell. 7 For every kind of beasts, and of
birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed,
and hath been tamed of mankind: 8 But the tongue can
no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of
God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.
11Doth a fountain send forth at the sameplace sweetwater
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and bitter? 12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive
berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield
salt water and fresh. 13 Who is a wise man and endued
with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good
conversationhisworkswithmeekness ofwisdom. 14But if
ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not,
and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom descendeth
not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For
where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace.

4
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you?

come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your
members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have
not, because ye ask not. 3Ye ask, and receive not, because
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The
spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6 But he giveth
more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts,
ye double minded. 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep:
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy
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to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up. 11 Speak not evil one of
another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother,
and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and
judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a
doer of the law, but a judge. 12There is one lawgiver, who
is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest
another?

13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will
go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and
sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be
on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
15For that ye ought to say, If the Lordwill, we shall live, and
do this, or that. 16But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all
such rejoicing is evil. 17Therefore to him that knoweth to
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

5
1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your

miseries that shall come upon you. 2 Your riches are
corrupted, and your garments aremotheaten. 3Your gold
and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a
witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were
fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.
4Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and
the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the
ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 5 Ye have lived in pleasure
on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your
hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6Ye have condemned and
killed the just; and he doth not resist you.
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7Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the

Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient;
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh. 9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest
ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before
the door. 10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who
have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of
suffering affliction, and of patience. 11 Behold, we count
them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is
very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 12 But above all things,
my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the
earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea;
and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. 13 Is
any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let
him sing psalms. 14 Is any sick among you? let him call
for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him. 16 Confess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that yemay be healed. The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17 Elias
was aman subject to like passions aswe are, andheprayed
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months. 18 And
he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
brought forth her fruit. 19 Brethren, if any of you do err
from the truth, and one convert him; 20Let himknow, that
he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of
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sins.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OFPETER
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. 6Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8Whomhaving
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not,
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the
salvation of your souls. 10Of which salvation the prophets
have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied
of the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.
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12Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves,
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to look into. 13Wherefore
gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in
your ignorance: 15But as he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it
is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17And if ye call on the
Father, whowithout respect of persons judgeth according
to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning
here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemedwith corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him
do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and
gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in
God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away: 25But theword of the
Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the
gospel is preached unto you.
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2

1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As new-
born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that the
Lord is gracious. 4 To whom coming, as unto a living
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious, 5Ye also, as lively

stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the
scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect,
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is
precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head
of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 9 But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pil-
grims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul; 12Having your conversation honest among the Gen-
tiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers,
they may by your good works, which they shall behold,
glorify God in the day of visitation.

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for
the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;
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14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of
them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with
well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 17 Honour all
men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 19For
this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God
endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is
it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take
it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
22Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him
that judgeth righteously: 24Whohis own self bare our sins
in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were
healed. 25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

3
1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own

husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also
may without the word be won by the conversation of
the wives; 2While they behold your chaste conversation
coupled with fear. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden
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man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner in
the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God,
adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own
husbands: 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as yedowell, and are
not afraid with any amazement. 7 Likewise, ye husbands,
dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being
heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be
not hindered. 8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful,
be courteous: 9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for
railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 10 For
he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:
11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace,
and ensue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but
the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be fol-
lowers of that which is good? 14 But and if ye suffer
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid
of their terror, neither be troubled; 15 But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to everyman that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear: 16 Having a good
conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of
evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your
good conversation in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the will
of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil
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doing. 18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:
19By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in
prison; 20Which sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of Godwaited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water. 21 The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22Who is
gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels
and authorities and powers beingmade subject unto him.

4
1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the

flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the samemind: for he
that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2That
he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to
the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 3 For the time
past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will
of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts,
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable
idolatries: 4Wherein they think it strange that ye run not
with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:
5Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the
quick and the dead. 6 For for this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are dead, that they might be
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according
to God in the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore
sober, and watch unto prayer. 8And above all things have
fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover
the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one to another
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without grudging. 10 As every man hath received the
gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth:
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, towhombe praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye;
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on
their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as
a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s
matters. 16Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 17 For
the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if itfirst begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God? 18 And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear? 19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to
the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

5
1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am

also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the



1 Peter 5:3 8 1 Peter 5:14
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3Neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 5 Likewise,
ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all
of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble.

6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting
all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: 9Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that
the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren
that are in the world. 10 But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you. 11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose,
I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this
is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 13 The church
that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you;
and so doth Marcus my son. 14 Greet ye one another with
a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ
Jesus. Amen.
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Peter’s Second Letter
1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,*

to those who have obtained a like precious faith with us
in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge
of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 seeing that his divine
power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us
by his own glory and virtue, 4 by which he has granted
to us his precious and exceedingly great promises; that
through these you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the
world by lust. 5Yes, and for this very cause adding on your
part all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence;
and in moral excellence, knowledge; 6 and in knowledge,
self-control; and in self-control, perseverance; and in
perseverance, godliness; 7 and in godliness, brotherly
affection; and in brotherly affection, love. 8 For if these
things are yours and abound, theymake you to not be idle
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 For he who lacks these things is blind, seeing only what
is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.
10 Therefore, brothers,† be more diligent to make your
calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you
will never stumble. 11 For thus you will be richly supplied
with the entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 The word for “brothers”
here and where context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.”
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12 Therefore I will not be negligent to remind you of

these things, though you know them and are established
in the present truth. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in
this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14knowing that
the putting off of my tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord
Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 Yes, I will make every
effort that you may always be able to remember these
things even after my departure.

16 For we didn’t follow cunningly devised fables when
wemade known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
17 For he received from God the Father honor and glory
when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”✡
18We heard this voice come out of heaven when we were
with him on the holy mountain.

19 We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you
do well that you heed it as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of private interpretation. 21 For no prophecy
ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke,
being moved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose among the people, as

false teachers will also be among you, who will secretly
bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master
who bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruc-
tion. 2 Many will follow their immoral* ways, and as
a result, the way of the truth will be maligned. 3 In
✡ 1:17 Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 * 2:2 TR reads “destructive”
instead of “immoral”
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covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words:
whose sentence now from of old doesn’t linger, and their
destruction will not slumber.

4 For if God didn’t spare angels when they sinned, but
cast them down to Tartarus,† and committed them to
pits of darkness to be reserved for judgment; 5 and didn’t
spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah with seven
others, a preacher of righteousness, when he brought a
flood on the world of the ungodly, 6 and turning the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to
destruction, having made them an example to those who
would live in an ungodly way, 7 and delivered righteous
Lot, who was very distressed by the lustful life of the
wicked 8 (for that righteous man dwelling among them
was tormented in his righteous soul from day to day with
seeing and hearing lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows
how to deliver the godly out of temptation and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,
10 but chiefly those who walk after the flesh in the lust
of defilement and despise authority. Daring, self-willed,
they are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11whereas
angels, though greater in might and power, don’t bring a
slanderous judgment against them before the Lord. 12But
these, as unreasoning creatures, born natural animals to
be taken and destroyed, speaking evil in matters about
which they are ignorant, will in their destroying surely
be destroyed, 13 receiving the wages of unrighteousness;
people who count it pleasure to revel in the daytime,
spots and defects, reveling in their deceit while they feast
with you; 14 having eyes full of adultery, and who can’t
cease from sin, enticing unsettled souls, having a heart
trained in greed, accursed children! 15Forsaking the right
† 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell
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way, they went astray, having followed the way of Balaam
the son of Beor, who loved the wages of wrongdoing;
16 but he was rebuked for his own disobedience. A
speechless donkey spoke with a man’s voice and stopped
the madness of the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds driven by a
storm, for whom the blackness of darkness has been
reserved forever. 18 For, uttering great swelling words
of emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by
licentiousness, those who are indeed escaping from those
who live in error; 19 promising them liberty, while they
themselves are bondservants of corruption; for a man is
brought into bondage by whoever overcomes him.

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilement of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in it and overcome, the
last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For
it would be better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than after knowing it, to turn back from
the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has
happened to them according to the true proverb, “The
dog turns to his own vomit again,”✡ and “the sow that
has washed to wallowing in the mire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the second letter that I have

written to you; and in both of them I stir up your sincere
mind by reminding you 2 that you should remember the
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets
and the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord
and Savior, 3 knowing this first, that in the last days
mockers will come, walking after their own lusts 4 and
saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For, from
✡ 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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the day that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue
as they were from the beginning of the creation.” 5 For
they willfully forget that there were heavens from of old,
and an earth formed out of water and amid water by the
word of God, 6 by which means the world that existed
then, being overflowed with water, perished. 7 But the
heavens that exist now and the earth, by the same word
have been stored up for fire, being reserved against the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

8 But don’t forget this one thing, beloved, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day. 9The Lord is not slow concerning his promise,
as some count slowness; but he is patient with us, not
wishing that anyone should perish, but that all should
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, inwhich the heavenswill pass away
with a great noise, and the elementswill be dissolvedwith
fervent heat; and the earth and the works that are in it
will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things
will be destroyed like this, what kind of people ought
you to be in holy living and godliness, 12 looking for and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which
will cause the burning heavens to be dissolved, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat? 13But, according to
his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look for these
things, be diligent to be found in peace, without defect
and blameless in his sight. 15 Regard the patience of
our Lord as salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to
you, 16 as also in all of his letters, speaking in them of
these things. In those, there are some things that are
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hard to understand, which the ignorant and unsettled
twist, as they also do to the other Scriptures, to their
own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing
these things beforehand, beware, lest being carried away
with the error of the wicked, you fall from your own
steadfastness. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both
now and forever. Amen.
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John’s First Letter
1 That which was from the beginning, that

which we have heard, that which we have seen
with our eyes, that which we saw, and our hands
touched, concerning theWordof life 2 (and the life
was revealed, and we have seen, and testify, and
declare to you the life, the eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was revealed to us); 3 that
whichwe have seen and heardwe declare to you,
that you also may have fellowship with us. Yes,
and our fellowship is with the Father andwith his
Son, Jesus Christ.† 4And we write these things to
you, that our joymay be fulfilled.

5This is themessagewhichwe have heard from
him and announce to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have
fellowshipwith him andwalk in the darkness, we
lie and don’t tell the truth. 7 But if we walk in
the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us the sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we
haven’t sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us.
† 1:3 “Christ”means “Anointed One”.
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2
1My little children, I write these things to you

so that you may not sin. If anyone sins, we have
a Counselor† with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
righteous. 2Andhe is theatoning sacrifice‡ for our
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole
world. 3 This is how we know that we know him:
if we keep his commandments. 4One who says, “I
knowhim,” and doesn’t keep his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth isn’t in him. 5But God’s love
has most certainly been perfected in whoever
keeps his word. This is how we know that we are
in him: 6 he who says he remains in him ought
himself also to walk just like he walked.

7 Brothers, I write no new commandment to
you, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning. The old commandment is
the word which you heard from the beginning.
8 Again, I write a new commandment to you,
which is true in him and in you, because the
darkness is passing away and the true light al-
ready shines. 9 He who says he is in the light
and hates his brother is in the darkness even until
now. 10He who loves his brother remains in the
light, and there is no occasion for stumbling in
him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in the
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and doesn’t
knowwherehe is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes.
† 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate,
and Comforter. ‡ 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek
“ιλασμος”, an appeasing, propitiating, or themeansof appeasement
or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because
of our sin.
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12 I write to you, little children, because your
sins are forgiven you for his name’s sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because you knowhim
who is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men, because you have

overcome the evil one.
I write to you, little children, because you know

the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers, because you

know himwho is from the beginning.
I have written to you, young men, because you

are strong, and the word of God remains in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15Don’t love the world or the things that are in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the Father’s
love isn’t in him. 16For all that is in theworld—the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—isn’t the Father’s, but is the world’s. 17The
world is passing away with its lusts, but he who
does God’s will remains forever.

18 Little children, these are the end times, and
as you heard that the Antichrist is coming, even
now many antichrists have arisen. By this we
know that it is the final hour. 19 They went out
from us, but they didn’t belong to us; for if they
had belonged to us, they would have continued
with us. But they left, that they might be revealed
that none of them belong to us. 20 You have an
anointing from the Holy One, and you all have
knowledge.§ 21 I have not written to you because
youdon’t knowthe truth, butbecauseyouknowit,
and because no lie is of the truth. 22Who is the liar
§ 2:20 Or, “knowwhat is true”, or, “know all things”
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but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is
the Antichrist, he who denies the Father and the
Son. 23Whoever denies the Son doesn’t have the
Father. He who confesses the Son has the Father
also.

24 Therefore, as for you, let that remain in you
which you heard from the beginning. If that
which you heard from the beginning remains in
you, you also will remain in the Son, and in the
Father. 25 This is the promise which he promised
us, the eternal life.

26These things I havewritten to you concerning
thosewhowould leadyouastray. 27As for you, the
anointing which you received from him remains
in you, and you don’t need for anyone to teach
you. But as his anointing teaches you concerning
all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it
taught you, you will remain in him.

28Now, little children, remain inhim, thatwhen
he appears, we may have boldness and not be
ashamed before him at his coming. 29 If you know
that he is righteous, you know that everyone who
practices righteousness has been born of him.

3
1See howgreat a love the Father has given to us,

that we should be called children of God! For this
cause theworld doesn’t knowus, because it didn’t
knowhim. 2Beloved, nowwe are children of God.
It is not yet revealedwhatwewill be; butweknow
that when he is revealed, we will be like him, for
we will see him just as he is. 3 Everyone who has
this hope set on himpurifies himself, even as he is
pure.
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4 Everyone who sins also commits lawlessness.
Sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was re-
vealed to take away our sins, and no sin is in him.
6Whoever remains in him doesn’t sin. Whoever
sins hasn’t seen him and doesn’t know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead you astray. He
who does righteousness is righteous, even as he
is righteous. 8He who sins is of the devil, for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. To
this end the Son of God was revealed: that he
might destroy theworks of the devil. 9Whoever is
born of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed
remains in him, and he can’t sin, because he is
born of God. 10 In this the children of God are
revealed, and the children of the devil. Whoever
doesn’t do righteousness is not of God, neither is
he who doesn’t love his brother. 11 For this is
themessagewhich youheard from thebeginning,
that we should love one another— 12 unlike Cain,
who was of the evil one and killed his brother.
Why did he kill him? Because his deeds were evil,
and his brother’s righteous.

13Don’t be surprised, my brothers, if the world
hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out
of death into life, because we love the brothers.
Hewho doesn’t love his brother remains in death.
15Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and
you know that no murderer has eternal life re-
maining in him.

16 By this we know love, because he laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives
for the brothers. 17 But whoever has the world’s
goods and sees his brother in need, then closes his
heart of compassion against him, how does God’s
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love remain in him?
18My little children, let’s not love in word only,

or with the tongue only, but in deed and truth.
19 And by this we know that we are of the truth
and persuade our hearts before him, 20because if
our heart condemns us, God is greater than our
heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our
hearts don’t condemn us, we have boldness to-
wardGod; 22 sowhateverwe ask, we receive from
him, because we keep his commandments and do
the things that are pleasing in his sight. 23 This
is his commandment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one
another, even as he commanded. 24Hewho keeps
his commandments remains in him, and he in
him. By thiswe know that he remains in us, by the
Spirit which he gave us.

4
1Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test the

spirits, whether they are of God, because many
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit who
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
of God, 3and every spirit who doesn’t confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God;
and this is the spirit of theAntichrist, ofwhomyou
have heard that it comes. Now it is in the world
already. 4You are of God, little children, and have
overcome them, because greater is he who is in
you than he who is in the world. 5They are of the
world. Therefore they speak of theworld, and the
worldhears them. 6Weare ofGod. Hewhoknows
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God listens to us. He who is not of God doesn’t
listen tous. By thisweknowthe spirit of truth, and
the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let’s love one another, for love is of
God; and everyone who loves has been born of
GodandknowsGod. 8Hewhodoesn’t love doesn’t
knowGod, for God is love. 9By this God’s lovewas
revealed in us, that God has sent his only born†
Son into theworld thatwemight live throughhim.
10 In this is love, not thatwe loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice‡
for our sins. 11Beloved, if God lovedus in thisway,
we also ought to love one another. 12No one has
seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
remains in us, and his love has been perfected in
us.

13 By this we know that we remain in him and
he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
14Wehaveseenand testify that theFatherhas sent
the Son as the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever
confesses that Jesus is theSonofGod,Godremains
in him, and he in God. 16 We know and have
believed the love which God has for us. God
is love, and he who remains in love remains in
God, and God remains in him. 17 In this, love has
been made perfect among us, that we may have
boldness in the day of judgment, because as he is,
even so we are in this world. 18There is no fear in
love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
† 4:9 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”,
which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
‡ 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an appeas-
ing, propitiating, or themeansofappeasementorpropitiation—the
sacrifice that turns away God’s wrath because of our sin.
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haspunishment. Hewho fears is notmadeperfect
in love. 19We love him,§ because he first loved us.
20 If amansays, “I loveGod,” andhateshis brother,
he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love his brother
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom
he has not seen? 21 This commandment we have
from him, that he who loves God should also love
his brother.

5
1Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has

been born of God. Whoever loves the Father also
loves the child who is born of him. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and keep his commandments. 3 For this
is loving God, that we keep his commandments.
His commandments are not grievous. 4 For what-
ever is born of God overcomes the world. This
is the victory that has overcome the world: your
faith. 5Who is he who overcomes the world, but
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is he who came bywater and blood, Jesus
Christ; notwith thewater only, butwith thewater
and theblood. It is theSpiritwho testifies, because
the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three who
testify:† 8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and
the three agree as one. 9 If we receive the witness
of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is
God’s testimonywhichhehas testified concerning
his Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of God
§ 4:19 NU omits “him”. † 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts
add “inheaven: theFather, theWord, and theHolySpirit; and these
three are one. And there are three that testify on earth:”
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has the testimony in himself. He who doesn’t
believe God has made him a liar, because he has
not believed in the testimony that God has given
concerning his Son. 11 The testimony is this: that
God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12He who has the Son has the life. He who
doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have the life.

13 These things I have written to you who be-
lieve in the name of the Son of God, that you may
know that you have eternal life, and that youmay
continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we have toward
him, that if we ask anything according to his will,
he listens to us. 15And if we know that he listens
to us, whateverwe ask, we know thatwe have the
petitions which we have asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not
leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give
him life for those who sin not leading to death.
There is sin leading to death. I don’t say that
he should make a request concerning this. 17 All
unrighteousness is sin, and there is sinnot leading
to death.

18Weknow that whoever is born of God doesn’t
sin, but he who was born of God keeps himself,
and the evil one doesn’t touch him. 19 We know
thatwe are of God, and thewholeworld lies in the
power of the evil one. 20We know that the Son of
Godhas come andhas given us anunderstanding,
that we know himwho is true; and we are in him
who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God and eternal life.

21Little children, keep yourselves from idols.
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John’s Second Letter
1The elder, to the chosen lady and her children,

whom I love in truth, and not I only, but also all
those who know the truth, 2 for the truth’s sake,
whichremains inus, and itwill bewithus forever:
3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from
God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ,†
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have found some of
your children walking in truth, even as we have
been commanded by the Father. 5Now I beg you,
dear lady, not as though I wrote to you a new
commandment, but that which we had from the
beginning, thatwe love one another. 6This is love,
that we should walk according to his command-
ments. This is the commandment, even as you
heard from the beginning, that you should walk
in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the
world, those who don’t confess that Jesus Christ
came in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the An-
tichrist. 8Watch yourselves, that we don’t lose the
things which we have accomplished, but that we
receive a full reward. 9Whoever transgresses and
doesn’t remain in the teaching of Christ doesn’t
have God. He who remains in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to
you and doesn’t bring this teaching, don’t receive
him into your house, and don’t welcome him,
† 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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11 forhewhowelcomeshimparticipates inhis evil
deeds.

12 Having many things to write to you, I don’t
want to do so with paper and ink, but I hope to
come to you and to speak face to face, that our joy
may be made full. 13 The children of your chosen
sister greet you. Amen.
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John’s Third Letter
1The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I love in

truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all

things and be healthy, even as your soul prospers.
3 For I rejoiced greatly when brothers came and
testified about your truth, even as you walk in
truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this: to hear
about my children walking in truth.

5 Beloved, you do a faithful work in whatever
you accomplish for those who are brothers and
strangers. 6 They have testified about your love
before the assembly. You will do well to send
them forward on their journey in a way worthy
of God, 7 because for the sake of the Name they
went out, taking nothing from the Gentiles. 8We
therefore ought to receive such, that we may be
fellowworkers for the truth.

9 I wrote to the assembly, but Diotrephes, who
loves to be first among them, doesn’t accept what
we say. 10Therefore, if I come, I will call attention
to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us
with wicked words. Not content with this, he
doesn’t receive the brothers himself, and those
who would, he forbids and throws out of the
assembly.

11 Beloved, don’t imitate that which is evil, but
that which is good. He who does good is of God.
He who does evil hasn’t seen God. 12 Demetrius
has the testimony of all, and of the truth itself; yes,
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we also testify, and you know that our testimony
is true.

13 I had many things to write to you, but I am
unwilling to write to you with ink and pen; 14 but
I hope to see you soon. Then wewill speak face to
face.
Peacebe toyou. The friendsgreet you. Greet the

friends by name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,* a servant of Jesus Christ,† and brother of James,

to those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and
kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy, peace, and love be
multiplied to you.

3 Beloved, while I was very eager to write to you about
our common salvation, I was constrained to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For there are
certain men who crept in secretly, even those who were
long ago written about for this condemnation: ungodly
men, turning the grace of our God into indecency, and
denying our only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.

5Now I desire to remind you, though you already know
this, that the Lord, having saved a people out of the land
of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who didn’t believe.
6Angels who didn’t keep their first domain, but deserted
their own dwelling place, he has kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness for the judgment of the great day. 7 Even
as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them,
having in the same way as these given themselves over to
sexual immorality and gone after strangeflesh, are shown
as an example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire.
8 Yet in the same way, these also in their dreaming defile
the flesh, despise authority, and slander celestial beings.
9 But Michael, the archangel, when contending with the
devil and arguing about the body of Moses, dared not
bring against him an abusive condemnation, but said,
“May the Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil of
* 1:1 or, Judah † 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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whatever things they don’t know. They are destroyed
in these things that they understand naturally, like the
creatures without reason. 11Woe to them! For they went
in thewayof Cain, and ran riotously in the error of Balaam
for hire, and perished in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are
hidden rocky reefs in your love feasts when they feast
with you, shepherds who without fear feed themselves;
clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn
trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
13 wild waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame;
wandering stars, for whom the blackness of darkness has
been reserved forever. 14 About these also Enoch, the
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,‡ the
Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to
execute judgment on all, and to convict all the ungodly
of all their works of ungodliness which they have done
in an ungodly way, and of all the hard things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 16 These are
murmurers and complainers, walking after their lusts—
and their mouth speaks proud things—showing respect
of persons to gain advantage.

17 But you, beloved, remember the words which have
been spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the last time there will be
mockers, walking after their own ungodly lusts.” 19These
are those who cause divisions and are sensual, not having
the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep
yourselves in God’s love, looking for themercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 On some have compassion,
‡ 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or
gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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making a distinction, 23 and some save, snatching them
out of the fire with fear, hating even the clothing stained
by the flesh.

24 Now to him who is able to keep them§ from stum-
bling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
his glory in great joy, 25 to God our Savior, who alone is
wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and forever. Amen.

§ 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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